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15 July 1954 °

K”77%EN§VA CONFERENCE

AT ,
i Communiéféﬂbxéeeted offer Mendes-France

Indochipn ,tglement by his 20 July
o 5

; II. Commuﬁist'package expected include5cé£§%— 'af €
% vfire, partition both Vietnam and LaosJ

i Qutiine‘for pblitical settlement, e

| A. Ambiguities should make proﬁogéis

é — easier for French to accept;;‘ﬁ

III. Communists_expected make maximum claim
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B. Control some part Laos, with

L3

‘rémainder neutralized; agreement on
steps toward‘coalition government,
C. Neutralization Cambodia; some form
recognition.for "resistance movement."
D. Such "neutralization" means ban on
| :qrgign military bases, sharp
restriction defen51ve capabilities.
Iv. Several territorial divisions Vietnam,
vLaos possible. A
A. Current Communist aim is division
Vietnam at 14th Parallel, large
slice eastern Laogw‘:
B._ French propose division Vietnam
near 18th parallel (Dong Hoi line):
??3::?fgk accept Communist céntrol

small part Laos.
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. . Might also se"

‘*H01 Thakhek 11&% (reported French

_defense 11ne both states) whic:

Communists miél .ccept Dong Hoi

line, if also:g an control of

portion southern Vietnam plus strip o.

L

Laos.

For bartition

i
E dtiw

ﬁjboth Vlegnam and Laos along Dong

© mean control northern half Indochina.

V. France, Assoéiated States, have different

attitudes toward proposals.

A,

Uniess Mendes—Ffance recenti, ?Héétuci)

owil 1iké as not accept proposals.

. . Vietnamese (opﬁbéed any dea} Wik

Viet Minh) fear French sellout: may

try by—péss French, get best possible

+“terms for themselves.
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¢. Laotians reportedly split on

w?

questgégtgh“ 5 ize, negotiate with

Conmunist—sponsored "pathet Lao."
b; Cambodihns, at last report, holding

firm'agAinst Viet‘Minh‘demands;

- hopingifor direct US support.




